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30 May 2020
1. Tell me briefly about you (e.g. class year, nationality, socioeconomic class, gender,
etc.)
Junior, South Korean, Mid-class, Male, 22, family of 4.
2. How has the pandemic impacted you (your relationships, future plans, etc)?
The pandemic caused me to take online classes for the spring 2020 semester.
It also made me decide not to return to the US for the fall of 2020, but stay in Korea for a
while longer.
3. How has your social or economic status changed with the outbreak of Covid-19?
Hasn’t changed much.
4. Tell me briefly about your school (e.g. your school name, type, size, location, school
policies regarding covid-19, etc.)
St Olaf College, Liberal Arts College, about 4000 students, in Northfield USA
The school was rather slow on the precautions regarding the covid-19, but there seem to
be policies in placed now that are reasonable and focused on keeping the remaining
students safe on campus. To be honest, I am not too aware about the policies.
5. How has your college experience impacted your view of the pandemic?
I am not sure how to answer this question, but I think because I had many Chinese friends
in college, I were able to not have the same kind of racial prejudice against the Chinese
that many people seemed to have, especially in USA.
6. Why makes you decide to stay where you are currently at?
I decided to go back to my home in South Korea because I have a summer internship
there. I was also afraid that I wouldn’t be able to leave the US because of the pandemic.
7. What are some advantages/disadvantages of staying with family while taking
classes?
There seems to be no advantages.
There are a plethora of disadvantages some being: Cannot focus, distractions, having to
take part in family activities where I like it or not, having to match to my family’s
schedules sometimes.
8. What are some values of online classes you’ve found?
More freedom in the way in completing and turning in assignments.
9. What are the drawbacks of online classes? What are some academic challenges you
face?
The lack of active guidance during classes is big. Unclearness on assignments and their
due dates are also challenging. The expectations are hard to grasp as well.

10. How do you define international student? How has your definition changed as you
physically stay away from the country where your school is at?
I would define an international student as a student that is studying at an institution that is
not in the same country as the country of their citizenship. I think my definition has
stayed the same, as I am still attending a college outside my country of citizenship.
11. Many international students see the importance of nationality and citizenship status,
as they learn to navigate the sense of cultural differences and alienation in a foreign
country. What do nationality and citizenship mean to you? What roles do they play
in your identity construction?
To me, nationality means more of where I believe and feel that I belong, and citizenship
is the legal right that allows for me to have the rights and benefits that all citizens of that
certain country receives. Nationality is something that I try to keep from being distorted
or altered throughout my time in college. However, citizenship is something that I think
could be replaced if it is for my benefit.
12. We are at the moment where nations are shutting down their borders and fail to
provide the need for stateless people, while simultaneously reiterating how we are
vulnerable regardless of nationality and seeking international support. How has
your relationship with school community and the country where your school is at
changed? How did your experiences change your view of nationality and
citizenship?
Since I don’t have much contact or relationship with the school community or USA right
now, I don’t know how much of our relationship changed. My view of nationality and
citizenship stayed the same. Although my thoughts on which citizenship might be the
most beneficial for me has changed a little. At first, I believed that ultimately US
citizenship is the most valuable asset to obtain considering the overall benefits and rights
I am granted through the title. But with the way US has dealt with the COVID -19 and
the recent racial issues, I no longer believe so and am thankful that I can proudly declare
myself a South Korean Citizen.
Although some international students might feel divided due to the idea of selecting
between US educational benefits and other possible benefits from their country of
citizenship (ex medical from S. Korea) and question their eligibility in deserving such
privilege, personally, because I'll attend the army due to conscription, clearly showing
participation in duty that must be completed as a citizen of Korea, I do not tend to feel the
doubt that whether I deserve the benefits of being a citizen of Korea.
13. Did you feel welcomed by Korean people when you came back home? How do
stereotype and perception about international students influence the way Koreans
react to your arrival?
I was welcomed by the people around me. I don’t think there were any misperception or
assumption that I faced from others upon arrival to South Korea.
14. What is something you think should be preserved in public memory about this
time?

That pandemic doesn’t discriminate, therefore we shouldn’t either.

